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1. The Polish Medisal Mission to North Korea eonsists of approximately 20 doators
and 10 nurses, headed by Dr, Tadeuas Orlwlkii Its purpose is to orgaaise
the services at the Polish Red Oross Hospitalland in the surrcunding distriot,
The mission's fixst activity was to take over management of the Polish Red
Oross hospital at Hungnam, which was transferred in sarly 1955 to Hamhung, 25X1
& district center of more than 80,000 inhabitants, An institute for training
medical students, pharmacists, hﬁontory technicians, and sanitary workers
1.- ;lno J.ox:ahd in Hamhung, and another such institute is reported to exist
n North Kores,

2. In addition to i4s practioal work the Hamhung howpital merves the distriet
&8 a means of relsing professional standards, as a communioations center for 25X1 "
the primitive medieal institutions in the surrounding distriet, and as a
source of consuliation in matters of sanitation and hygiens, 'fho level of
the treining institute in Hamhung is very low, and the Polish dootors de not
have & high regurd for either the professional achievements of young gred-
uates or for the knowledge of local medical professori,

3. The Hamhung hospital is under the Ministry of Health, Dr. Orlowski and all 25X1
doctors in charge of wards have native assistants who are eventually to
replace the Poles, The hospital has three wards for internal diseases,
three wards for surgery, one ward for obstetrics and grnecology, one ward
for neurological cases, and one ward for oar, eye, nose, and throat diseases.
Although sach ward has approximately 50 beds, this figure is subject to

change, The hospital also has four ambulatory vards for skin dissases, 25X1
urological cases, tuberctlar patients, and dental treatment, and two baoter=
iological laboratories, a radiologioal laboratory, a dispensary, and a blood
bank, While the technical equipment is still rether prigitive, it ia being -
constantly improved by replacements from Poland and the viet Union,
25X1

4o Administration of the hospital is similar to that of Polish medical institu-
tions, As in the case of doctors, matrons in charge of wards are Polish
but have Korean assistants. All nurses and administrative personnel are

Korean.,
’Jlshngldﬁ . 25X1
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Treatment of out-patients is from 0900 to 1800 hours. Most doctors work at
the hospital during the morning hours and devote their afterncons to con-
sultations at the district centers, including Army institutions. The
hospital has two lecture rooms where doctors from the neighborhood meet
every week,

Medical treatment, sanitation, and hygiene are very poor in comparison with
Europsan standards, and the death rate is reported very high despite the {
assistance rendered by the hospital. A considerable part of all surgical -
cases are casualties of the recent war, and many of them leave the hospital
with a high percentage of disability. Almost no effort is made to rehabdili-
tate these patients, who consequently try to delay as long as poasible their
dismissal from the hospital,

The Polish dootors direet their prinoipal efforts toward raising the profes=
sional standards of medical students and teachers and at improving the

practioes of sanitation. language presents a major problem., Lectures were
formerly given in Polish and then trenslated into Korean, but they are aow
similtansously translated by izterpreters. Doctors' assistants must also help
vith the training of mediocal students and partioipate ia weekly eonferences

on various professional questions. Polish nurses have the re ibility

of instruction on the care of the sick, Occasional Polish o % filmg

on hygiens and sinitation are shown. 25X1

Presoriptions by Korean dostors are under strict supervision and must be
acoompanied by the diagnosis of the ease under treatment so that the ehief
dootor and the head of the dispsnsary can exercise sontrel of medication,

Grave mistakes in this respest are not infrequent and have been the subjeot o5y 4
of numerous conferences,

A the vhols i the mission has been accepted by the losal medical workers,
a

wever, Polish dootors £ind it difficult to adapt themselves %o Korean
conditions,

o e FOE, whAm
tions ° ‘Rea Uross Hompital in Noth Korea were Sransferred to
the North Korean government on 2 August 1955,

I

Approved For Release 2007/12/18 : CIA-RDP80-00810A008100920004-0

25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1

——



